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Audrey Duckert, who might be 
called a founding member of the Dic-
tionary of American Regional English, 
died September 6, 2007, in Hadley, 
Massachusetts, at the age of 80.  She 
came to the end of her life in the part 
of the country she had come to love, 
and where she lived for the last 50 
years or so of her life.  

Audrey was born in the small 
community of Cottage Grove, Wis-
consin.  She was the middle child 
of five siblings: two boys and three 
girls.  Her parents were Harold and 
Mabel (Hoveland) Duckert.  After 
high school, she attended the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin in Madison.  It 
was there that she in effect fell into 
her profession, dialect study.  In the 
summer of 1947, she took a course in the history of 
the English language from Fred Cassidy.  She started 
doing field work with him (the Wisconsin English 
Language Survey) in the late 1940s and that led 
straight into Audrey’s lifelong involvement with 
DARE.  A profile of Audrey that was published in the 
DARE Newsletter in the fall of 2002 included Audrey’s 
description of how DARE got its name (this descrip-
tion was reprinted in the obituary that appears in the 
Fall 2007 issue of the DARE Newsletter):

“It was July of 1965, and we had just received 
a generous grant from the U.S. Office of Education 
to enable us to start the fieldwork.  The QR [ques-
tionnaire] was ready for use; it had been tested in a 
pilot survey in 50 communities in Wisconsin.  Fred 
and I were having a celebratory cup of coffee in the 
morning sun on the lakeside terrace of the Memorial 
Union, and he said we really needed to give the dic-
tionary a working title.  So we fell into step the way 

we had in formulating the questions 
for the QR.  Harold Wentworth’s 
American Dialect Dictionary had been 
published in 1944, and we wanted to 
avoid confusion with it, so what we 
needed was a brief, unambiguous 
but open-minded title that would be 
easy to remember and cite.  “Dic-
tionary of American Dialect” (DAD) 
seemed possible, but we were aware 
of how often the word dialect was 
misunderstood to mean language 
that was different in ways that were 
comic or bizarre.  

“After another cup of coffee, 
we worked out the premise that the 
language we were collecting might 
reflect the age of the speakers who 
used it, but that it should also be the 

everyday language of the region in which it was used.  
One of us used the word region, apparently, because 
at that point we put the word regional into our trial 
titles.  Then Dictionary of American Regional English 
emerged, and one of us said, ‘And the acronym is 
perfect.’  Then we smiled and said in unison ‘DARE,’ 
and hooked little fingers, because that is what people 
are supposed to do when they say the same thing at 
the same time.”

All the while Audrey worked an adjunct editor 
on DARE, she held significant day jobs, including a 
three-year stint as an editor at Merriam-Webster in 
Springfield, MA (working especially on dialect entries 
for the Third International) followed by 40 years in the 
English department of the University of Massachu-
setts in Amherst, where she taught lexicography and 
the history of the English language.  She started at 
UMass as an instructor in 1959, after completing her 
PhD in linguistics from Radcliffe College.  She retired 

Photo courtesy of University of Massachusetts – Amherst

continued on  page 3
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News of Members
Frank Abate and Michael Adams are scheduled to 
present papers at the American Name Society an-
nual meeting, to be held in Chicago from January 3rd 
to 6th.  Frank’s paper is entitled “Cincinnati Names 
and Naming: From Settlement to Today.”  The title of 
Michael’s is “Nicknames, Interpellation, and Dubya’s 
Theory of the State.”  Frank also reports that he 
recently spoke about the respelling and rethinking of 
old expressions  and how the new forms make their 
way into Oxford’s dictionaries.  The venue was ABC 
World News with Charles Gibson and the occasion 
was National Dictionary Day, October 16th (you all 
remembered about National Dictionary Day, didn’t 
you?).

The language-related radio show that Grant Barrett  
and colleague Martha Barnette host, “A Way with 
Words” was given a new lease on life this fall as a na-
tional show on NPR.  Grant and Martha have formed 
their own production company.  You can call or write 
to the show 24 hours a day at 877-929-9673 or  
words@waywordradio.org.  Their web site URL is  
http://www.waywordradio.org

Peter Gilliver is coauthor, with OUP colleagues 
Jeremy Marshall and Edmund Weiner, of The Ring 
of Words: Tolkien and the Oxford English Dictionary, 
published by Oxford U. Press in 2006.  The book tells 
of Tolkien’s early work as a staff assistant on the OED 
and connects his creative use of language in his fiction 
with his professional work on the OED.  The auth-
ors describe the origin of many of Tolkien’s special 
words, such as hobbit, mithril, halfling, and mathom, 
which they discovered by examining archival material 
at OUP.

Jesse Sheidlower was interviewed on an extremely 
non-dictionary topic in New York magazine a few 
months ago.  The topic was “bespoke” suits.  The 
writer of the article, Michael Idov, described the busi-
ness and the priciness of the suits and mused about 
the typical customer, saying that the suits “appeal 
to three sorts of customers: the extremely wealthy, 
the status-crazed, and those so minutely particular 
in their needs that no preexisting suit will do.”  He 
placed Jesse in the last category, and continued, “It’s 
no wonder that a lot of modern bespoke addicts 
are men whose jobs require a degree of obsessive-
compulsiveness.  Jesse Sheidlower, an Oxford English 
Dictionary editor...is a prime example.”  He quotes 
Jesse as saying, “I have particular pocket needs, but 
nothing too esoteric.... I did once have a suit made 
with a particularly short pocket to hold a fountain 
pen.”  He also reports that Jesse lists “very flashy 
linings” as must-haves.  (Perhaps there’s a connection 
with lexicography here after all...)   ❑   

Editor’s Farewell
It is now just over ten years since I became editor 

of the DSNA Newsletter.  I thought that this might be 
a good time to turn over the reins to a new editorial 
voice.  Time for new blood and all that.  So this issue 
is my last.   I made my decision known at the biennial 
meeting in Chicago last June.  But I wanted to com-
plete this year, ending with the issue that reports on 
the 16th biennial meeting of the Society.

My first issue was Fall 1997, in which I reported 
on the 1997 DSNA meeting in Madison, Wisconsin.  
I was employed at Merriam-Webster in Springfield, 
MA at the time.  That first issue was a challenge to 
put together.  It also was my first venture into the Mac 
world (my previous experience with had been with a 
PC and that had been only plain e-mail and straight-
forward word processing, and not much of that 
either) and to QuarkXPress.  Talk about your steep 
learning curve — but then, how exhilarating!  The 
whole operation might never have got off the ground, 
however, if I hadn’t had a great teacher, in the person 
of Lynn Stowe Tomb, Merriam’s excellent graphic 
designer.  She often helped me out, as I sat there, after 
work, at that big old crash-prone Mac (it had been rel-
egated to the hallway), learning how to deal with all 
the technicalities.  My employer, Merriam, was also 
supportive of this extra-curricular activity of mine, 
and for that I am grateful.

I continued with the Newsletter when I returned 
to Saskatoon, Canada, in 2000, but I was back to a PC, 
using the Windows version of Quark.  Now, I have 
come full circle, I guess.  My old computer was dying 
and I recently replaced it with a brand-new iMac.  
Now I am learning InDesign CS3, instead of Quark 
4.1, so again it’s a steep learning curve, and every-
thing has taken longer and there may also be some 
strange things in this, my last issue, as there were in 
my first.  I beg your indulgence!

Altogether, I have very much enjoyed doing the 
Newsletter.  It has brought me into closer touch with 
more DSNA members and I have learned a lot.  As 
far as producing such a publication is concerned, it is 
now easier in some ways, but also more complex.  I 
can do much myself now that I couldn’t at first, mean-
ing that the actual publishing costs are lower for the 
Society.    

I will end by introducing you, dear reader, to the 
new editor, Katherine (Katy) Isaacs.  She is a freelance 
lexicographer who lives in Vermont and does work 
for publishers such as Houghton Mifflin.  She is eager 
to take on this challenging but rewarding task, and I 
wish her well.  

I hope to see you all at DSNA XVII in 2009.
— Victoria Neufeldt
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from UMass in 1999, with the rank of full professor.  It 
should also be noted that she was the first woman to 
be admitted to UMass Phi Beta Kappa.

Audrey was also a contributor to the Second 
Supplement of the OED, and continued to provide 
input for OED entries after that as well.  

A letter exchange with Charles Schultz, cre-
ator of the “Peanuts” comic strip, was an important 
memory for Audrey.  She had worked on the term 
‘security blanket’ for the OED and seen a connection 
between Linus’s blanket and this expression.  She 
kept Schultz’s reply to her, written on Snoopy letter-
head.  The letter was dated December 3, 1986, and it 
said, “Linus is thrilled to have his name and reference 
to his ‘security blanket’ in such a prestigious publica-
tion.  Many thanks for your efforts and for taking the 
time to write and share this information with me.  I 
appreciate your consideration very much.  Kind re-
gards, Charles M. Schulz.”

Audrey always had a love of what she called 
“green and growing things” and a strong interest in 
local history.  From the time that she first “adopted” 
the Western Massachusetts region where she lived, 
she took an active part in local organziations such as 
the Swift River Valley Historical Society.  She recorded 
voices and memories of many of the people of this 
valley who were displaced when the area was flooded 
in the creation of the Quabbin Reservoir in 1939.

Edward and Marion Gates have known Audrey 
for many years — Ed had met her when they were 
both employed by Merriam–Webster in the 1950s — 

and they became good friends when Ed and Marion 
retiremed to Ware in the Quabbin region in the 1990s.  
Audrey had a great respect for Ed and his work and 
once made a gift of $1,000 to the DSNA, in tribute to 
him.  The following is a brief remembrance of her, 
written by Ed: 

“I met Audrey when we were both editors at the 
Merriam Company back in the 1950s and renewed 
acquaintance when she came to our 1971 ISU lexicog-
raphy conference.  She joined the Dictionary Society, 
and I corresponded with her over the years....  When 
we moved to Ware, we began visiting her when we 
had errands up that way and always enjoyed our 
visits.  She had done field work for the Dictionary of 
American Regional English in the Quabbin area, and 
we were members of the Swift River Valley Historical 
Society, so we had common interests there, besides 
our common interest in dictionaries.  She had a phe-
nomenal memory for the names and birth dates of the 
people she had met.  She used to send us newspaper 
clippings (e.g. about lighthouses) that she thought 
would interest us.  We will miss our chats.”

Audrey was a warm, delightful, and memorable 
person, who played a significant role in the history of 
American dialect studies.

She is survived by one brother, Miles of Sun Prai-
rie, WI, and both sisters: Lorraine Imhoff of Wonona, 
WI and Mary Duckert of Portland, OR.

Note:  see also the profile of Audrey Duckert in the 
DSNA Newsletter Fall 2006.  

— Victoria Neufeldt

Audrey as a Radcliffe graduate stu-
dent, in a photo taken in 1957.  

The five Duckert siblings, in the 
early 1940s.  Audrey is in the 

middle (note the saddle oxfords!).

Duckert  continued from page 1



Cordell Corner
By David Vancil

It was wonderful to see everyone at the University of 
Chicago, which provided in the Oriental Institute the 
perfect venue for an organization with interests in hu-
man communication.  I returned to Terre Haute reinvigo-
rated and thinking about matters which had been on 
the back burner for many years: digitization.  For some 
years, we have been digitizing the content of various 
collections using a wholesale approach.  For instance, we 
have digitized over 500 pre-1923 pamphlets in the Debs 
Collection, providing scarce primary and other materi-
als to researchers not only locally but at a distance.  In 
another example, we have digitized over a thousand 
popular music scores and dance band sets in the Kirk 
Collection which researchers or enthusiasts can have the 
use of by clicking their mouse on a linked PDF image.  

Challenges in Digitizing the Cordell 
The approach to digitization with the Cordell Collection 
has been more modest than with other collections, partly 
because of the size of the holdings and out of conserva-
tion concerns.  Therefore, as anyone who searches on 
the term “image” in the Cordell Collection pre-1901 
database knows, only a few books have been completely 
digitized.  In all but one instance, the works which have 
been digitized have been done because the work could 
bear the stress and because someone had requested 
a copy of the work.  Special equipment and software 
would be needed to undertake a more extensive digitiza-
tion project involving the Cordell Collection.  Addition-
ally,  it would need to be managed in such a way that 
the scholarly community would get the greatest benefit 
from it.  At the urging of Michael Hancher at the Chi-
cago meeting, I began to consider addressing the issues 
associated with a digitization project and to consider a 
commercial enterprise as a means of reaching these ends.  
To that end, I am exploring such a project with a major 
Internet provider of early book materials.  Let’s hope 
that this pans out.  

LEME Database
I would like to take this opportunity to report briefly on 
the LEME, Lexicons of Early Modern English.  While 
the Cordell Collection has no direct ties, the LEME is 
accomplishing with its lexical database the kind of thing 
that Warren Cordell dreamed the Cordell Collection 
would accomplish.  Of course, with its vast size and 
numerous editions, entering all the lexical works in the 
Cordell Collection into a vast database would be im-
practical.  The LEME is doing just that, having entered 
520,000 word entries for 157 lexical works, including 
Thomas Thomas’s Dictionarium Linguae Latinae et Angli-
canae (1587), Florio’s A World of Words (1598), Cotgrave’s 
Dictionary of the French and English Tongues (1611), and 

Promptorium Parvulorum (1611).  A recent activity, accord-
ing to Ian Lancashire, editor and project director, is the 
lemmatizing of the entries to coincide with OED head-
word spellings.  The work of Lancashire and his team at 
the University of Toronto opens up all kinds of research 
possibilities and, by extension, serves to promote the 
usefulness of the Cordell Collection.  Truly, what Ian’s 
project has accomplished in a relatively short time is 
inspirational.

Acquisition Costs
Anyone who is collecting older books for whatever 
reason knows that the cost has increased.  Likewise, a 
recent appraisal of the pre-1901 portion of the Cordell 
Collection indicates that the price of eighteenth-century 
and earlier books has skyrocketed.  A budget reduction 
has had a deleterious effect on our rate of acquisition, 
although we managed to accession nine works during 
the last fiscal year, including our first miniature Johnson 
dictionary in German from Bernard Quaritch.  While 
several of the works were transfers from another collec-
tion, purchased works included the first English version 
of Chomel’s Dictionaire Oeconomique (1725) and the sec-
ond edition of Gazophylacium Anglicanum with the title  
A New English Dictionary (1691) from Rulon–Miller  
Books and a Portuguese–English dictionary and a 
French–English grammar from Alex Fotheringham.

Recent Gifts
Our most fortuitous acquisitions have been recent gifts 
from the DSNA and the library of the late Ladislav 
Zgusta, former director of the Center for Advanced 
Study at the University of Illinois in Urbana–Cham-
paign.  The DSNA books filled three large boxes and a 
smaller one and were delivered personally by Luanne 
von Schneidemesser, while the gift provided through 
the efforts of Masumi Iryie of the Center for Advanced 
Study amounted to several hundred volumes in over 
11 boxes of books that arrived in the mail!  The greater 
number of the books in these gifts will make their way 
into the Cordell Collection proper or its reference works, 
while others will be included in the library’s general 
collection.  So far we have been excited by the findings, 
as the languages and treatments in the gifts are gaps in 
the collections.  We have already begun to add the DSNA 
books to the database and put them on our bookshelves.

Sabbatical
Beginning in January, I will be on a research leave for six 
months.  The collection will be up and running, though, 
so don’t hesitate to contact the department if you have 
a question.  The fellowship will continue to respond to 
requests, as received.  I can review these by e-mail if 
necessary.  ❑  

New URL for Cordell Collection web site: http://library.indstate.edu/about/units/rbsc/cordell/cordell-idx.html
David Vancil’s new e-mail address: dvancil@isugw.indstate.edu
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The sixteenth biennial meeting of DSNA in June 
was certainly a successful event.  Our host was Theo 
van den Hout of the Oriental Institute at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, assisted by staff members Alice 
Schreyer, Julia Gardner, and Barbara Palmer-Bostick 
of the Regenstein Library.  Erin McKean was the 
conference coordinator and the friendly and efficient 
OI student volunteers helped make everything run 
smoothly.  

Being in the Oriental Institute was special 
enough in itself (the sessions were held in the beauti-
ful Breasted Hall), but we also had the opportunity 
to visit the iconic Robie House built by Frank Lloyd 
Wright in 1910, tour the exhibit of dictionaries and 
archival material from the Dictionary of American Eng-
lish in the Regenstein Library Special Collections, and 
finish off the meeting with a banquet in the univer-
sity’s Quadrangle Club.  This last event began with a 
reception and silent auction of reference books, and 
finished with some spirited musical entertainment by 
the Fab Five(?).  (You hadda be there!)

This meeting featured a couple of firsts for DSNA 
meetings.  One was the silent auction mentioned 
above, which was of reference works donated by 
ScottForesman.  About 50 publications were offered, 
including some major lexicographical works, giving 
lucky attendees the opportunity to add signficantly 
to their own collections; e.g., the Scottish National 
Dictionary (10 vols.); the English Dialect Dictionary (6 
vols.); Jamaica Talk; The American Dictionary and Cyclo-
pedia (1899); etc.  The other “first” was a raffle of a fine 
book stand, donated by Levenger.  The proceeds from 
both these events went to the DSNA.

The conference proper began on Thursday, but 
Wednesday included not just registration, but the tour 
of the Robie House and, in the evening, a reception in 
the impressive Oriental Institute building.

Thursday had sessions all day, from 8:30 a.m. 
(Anatoly Liberman woke us up agreeably with an 
account of his “half-life in lexicography”) to about 
5:30 p.m.  Then it was off to the Regenstein Library 
for an excellent lecture by Michael Adams and a tour 
of a special dictionaries exhibit.  David Barnhart was 
delighted to discover on display a letter written many 
years ago by his father, Clarence Barnhart, in connec-
tion with the Dictionary of American English project.  
It was altogether a fascinating exhibit, with archival 
items, such as letters, as well as old dictionaries.  

Friday was again an all-day session of papers, 
ending the the traditional taking of the group photo.  

DSNA XVI in Chicago

Wright’s Robie House, 
which attendees were 
privileged to tour 
Wednesday afternoon.  
Photo courtesy of  
U. of Chicago.

DSNA XVI:
Title page and frontispiece of Noah 
Webster’s An American Selection of Les-
sons in Reading and Speaking.  Calculated 
to improve the minds and refine the taste of 
youth.... Being the third part of A Gram-
matical Institute of the English Language.  
Published in Boston, 1790 (MDCCXC).  
This was one of the exhibits from the 
Regenstein Library’s Special Collections.

continued on page 7
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DSNA XVI:
Preparation for photo of 
Oxford University Press 
group, June 15, also in front 
of the GSB.  
Photos by M. Hancher.

One day we must collect all these photos and display 
them at a biennial meeting.  Perhaps in 2009...

Saturday ended a bit earlier.  The last item on 
the session agenda was a public event, as usual.  This 
year the subejct was new words.  It featured a panel 
of three people plus a moderator and an open mic for 
the audience to step forward to celebrate a new word 
or vent on one, or even offer their own new word.  It 
produced a lively discussion and was clearly enjoyed 
by the audience.

Then came the banquet, in the Quadrangle Club, 
a lovely old building with an appropriate classy 
atmosphere.  The evening opened with a reception 
and the book silent auction and ended with musical 
entertainment.

Sunday we all packed up and regretfully said our 
farewells again — till next time.  

  — Victoria Neufeldt

 Something to Amuse
A small collection of innovative definitions to   

        amaze and confound your friends with:
fiord a Norwegian motor car
octopus an eight-sided cat
monopoly a unilingual parrot
biplane what the pilot says as he jumps
violin a lousy hotel
denial a river in Egypt
logarithm tune played at a woodcutters’ ball
succeed what a toothless budgie does
royalty what the Queen drinks

d	 	 k

	 g		 	 	 	 h	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	

DSNA XVI   continued from page 5
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For years I have been rather partial to lexicog-
raphy conferences, and my own list contains over 400 
such local, regional, national and international meet-
ings for the 50-year period from 1957 to 2007.  Confer-
ences differ, of course, by their frequency, their hosts, 
and their modes of documentation, but what makes 
them absolutely essential is the opportunity to discuss 
with likeminded people any progress in our special 
field(s), which can often lead to  better contacts and 
new projects.

After a couple of pioneering forerunners — the 
Bloomington IN 1960 conference Problems in Lexi-
cography (Householder & Saporta 1962) and the New 
York Academy of Sciences 1972 colloquium Lexicog-
raphy in English (McDavid & Duckert 1973) — the 
biennial meetings of DSNA started (at Terre Haute 
IN 1977), although the early practice of publishing 
proceedings has not continued.  

Since LEXeter ’83, a conference which I organ-
ized and which became the first Euralex congress as 
well as initiating the ‘Lexicographica Series Maior’ 
(in which the proceedings of many other conferences 
have been published), 12 more congresses have been 
held in various European cities and countries, all 
resulting in proceedings with a total of nearly 1,000 
papers — the biggest so far at Torino in Italy 2006 
with 152 papers by 232 authors under 12 headings, 
all available at the start of the meeting.  At next year’s 
No. 13, in Barcelona, I will help celebrate Euralex’s 25-
year anniversary which will include a survey of the 
conference scene. 

Other associations that have developed from con-
ferences include the Lexicographical Society of China 
(with 8 national conferences on general lexicography 
and 7 national symposia on bilingual dictionaries, 
held between 1993 and 2007), the Nordisk Forening 
for Leksikografi (9 biennial conferences since Oslo 
1991, all with published proceedings), Afrilex (12 

annual meetings since Stellenbosch 1996), Australex 
(12 meetings since Sydney 1990), Asialex (4 biennial 
conferences since Hong Kong 1997), Korealex (12 
meetings since Seoul 2002), AEELex (for Hispanic 
languages, 2 meetings since Barcelona 2002).  There 
are several other successful conference series, such as 
the Copenhagen Symposia (13 since 1982) and Jean 
Pruvost’s Journées (12 since Paris 1993, which have 
recently spilled over to Spain and Italy).

Other highlights are individual conferences and 
conference series devoted to specific topics, such 
as historical lexicography (e.g. the French Trésor at 
Nancy 1957 and 2008 or the Sinhala Dictionary in Sri 
Lanka 1992), computational lexicography (e.g. the 
COMPLEX series in Hungary from 1990 to 2005), 
bilingual lexicography (e.g. Gargnano del Garda in 
Italy 2006), and LSP lexicography/terminology (such 
as Palermo 2007).  One of my own favorites is the 
conference arranged by the Heidelberg Academy 
of Sciences, at Berlin 2002, which resulted in a most 
impressive documentation (Städtler 2003) of ongoing 
publicly funded scholarly dictionary projects at uni-
versities in Germany.

Information on these events (and others, such 
as workshops, training courses, etc.) is still often too 
limited, although associated web sites can help.  If 
you are interested and have relevant details on as-
sociations and academic bodies, please write to me, 
especially as I am working on an International Direc-
tory of Lexicography Institutions (r.r.k.hartmann@
exeter.ac.uk). 

It is, of course, impossible to keep track of every-
thing, so you might consult the web site of the new 
Euralex Bibliography (into which my own bibliog-
raphy is being incorporated), where you will find a 
section on conference proceedings as well as other 
publications under various headings, including jour-
nals and Festschrift volumes.  ❑   

Reinhard’s References: Conference Proceedings
By Reinhard Hartmnn

In the Oriental Institute, 
University of Chicago
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Books to Cordell
The end of September, I finally made it to Terre 

Haute, Indiana, to deliver several boxes of review 
copies of books (sent to the DSNA while I was 
Executive Secretary) to DSNA member David Van-
cil, curator of the Cordell Collection at Indiana State 
University.  The books will be added to the Cordell 
Collection and ISU holdings.  (Several other boxes 
were given to the University of Wisconsin–Madison 
libraries.)

Although I knew of the Collection, I had never 
visited it.  David gave me a tour.  I was very im-
pressed, saying that we need to impress upon DSNA 
members what a true treasure it is.  As David said, 
reference books, including dictionaries and en-
cyclopedias, are not even considered as items to be 
preserved by librarians and curators of most special 
collections or rare book rooms.  This fact makes this 
Collection all the more valuable.

ISU and the Cordell Collection were also the 
recipients of several boxes of books from the private 
library of DSNA fellow Ladizlav Zgusta this sum-
mer, arranged with the University of Illinois libraries.  
What riches!

— Luanne von Schneidemesser

New Executive Secretary  
and the Moving of the 

DSNA Office
With the new executive secretary, Lisa Berglund, 

taking over from Luanne von Schneidemesser, all the 
Society’s records had to be moved too.  The move to 
Buffalo took place in late summer.  Lisa’s contact in-
formation can be found on the last page of the News-
letter.  Welcome, Lisa!  ❑  

Stacks of boxes, contain-
ing our precious history,  
ready to leave the DARE 
offices.  Photo by L. von 
Schneidemesser.

David Vancil in 
his element in the 
Cordell Collection, 
with visitor Luanne 
von Schneidemess-
er.  Photo courtesy 
of  Luanne.

DSNA XVI: another book displayed in the Regen-
stein Library exhibit.  The label below reads, “The 
United States Spelling Book.  Pittsburgh: Cramer, Spear 
& Eichbaum, 1816.  Rare Book Collection, Durrett 
Collection.”
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The complete program follows, with presenters listed in 
alphabetical order by surname:
Frank Abate  “The Marketing and Merchandising of 

Reference Products in the USA and the Rest of the 
World”

Deborah Anderson  “Online Dictionaries for Historic 
and Lesser-Known Languages: An Update”  
Panel with Theo van den Hout, Janet Johnson, and 
James Nye

Shlomo Argamon  “Building a Lexicon for Sentiment 
Analysis by Automatically Analyzing Dictionary 
Glosses”

Xabier Artola  “Semiautomatic Construction of the Elec-
tronic Euskal Hiztegia Basque Dictionary (eEHBD)”

Dianne Bardsley  “Hermits, Hokonuis, and Huntaways: 
the Distinctive Rural New Zealand English Lexicon”

Lisa Berglund  “The Parrys’ Dictionary: A Bibliographi-
cal Case Study for the Classroom”

Charlotte Brewer  “Writers and the Dictionary: Auden 
and the OED”

Laurel J. Brinton  see Dollinger

Ron Butters  “‘Life’s Good’ Trademark Litigation and 
Lexicography”

John Carrera  “Webster’s Dictionary as Visual Reference”
Gerald Cohen  “Origin of NYC’s Nickname ‘The Big 

Apple’: Latest Research on This Topic”
Julie Coleman  “Wentworth and Flexner: An American 

Institution”
Monique Cormier  “Usage Labels in the Royal Dictionary 

(1699) by Abel Boyer”
Dan Cristea  “Digitization of the Thesaurus Lexicon of 

the Romanian Language”
Janet Decesaris  “Dictionaries and Phraseology”
Stefan Dollinger & Laurel J. Brinton  “Revising the Dic-

tionary of Canadianisms on Historical Principles in the 
Information Age: Some Insights from the Letter ‘G’”

Anne Dykstra  “Buter, bréad ind griene tsjiis In goed Ingelsk 
ind goed Friisk”

Connie Eble  “Louisiana creole: an Evolving Ethnic Label”
Paul Fallon  “Designing a Lexical Database for the Blin 

Language”
Donna Farina  “Russian–English and English–Russian 

Lexicography in the Nineteenth Century”
Marco Fiola  “Usage Labels for Gender-Linked Language 

Usage in English and French”
Peter Gilliver  “Early American Connections with The 

Oxford English Dictionary, 1859-1884”
Wayne Glowka  “The American Dialect Society’s Words 

of the Year as a Lexicographical Challenge”

Jonathon Green  “Dating a Slang Dictionary: ‘Historical 
Principles’ in a Hi-Tech World”

Michael Hancher  “Imagining the Dictionary: Evidence 
from Early English Books Online”

Orin Hargraves  “Americanization and its Mal-contents”
August Imholtz  “The Mushri-English Pronouncing 

Dictionary: Some Further ?aughts”
Janet Johnson  see AnDerson

Ari Kernerman  “Some Suggestions for Improving 
Learners Dictionaries”

Elizabeth Knowles  “‘Spicing Them Up with Learning 
and Latin’: Changing Uses for a Dictionary of 
Quotations”

Anatoly Liberman  “My Half-Life in Lexicography”
David McCarter  “The Body of Jesus and the Mind of 

Christ: Physiology, Psychology, and Christology in 
Scott’s Revision of Bailey’s Dictionary (1755)”

Rod McConchie  “The Simple Pleasure of Turning Pages: 
the Cordell Collection as a Research Tool”

Don McCreary  “The Microstructure of an American Col-
lege Desk Dictionary and Its Effect on the Com-
prehension of ‘Hard Words’ by American College 
Students”

Linda Mitchell  “Arts of Persuasion in Seventeenth- and 
Eighteenth-Century Dictionaries”

Orion Montoya  “Care and Feeding of a Corpus”
James Nye  see AnDerson

Sarah Ogilvie  “World English and the OED Supple-
ments: the Mysterious Case of the Vanishing 
Tramlines”

Joseph Pickett  “Considered and Regarded: Indicators of 
Belief and Doubt in Dictionary Definitions”

Raphael Salkie  “Assessing Lexicographic Relevance: a 
Case Study with a Translation Corpus”

Salena Sampson  “The History of the Genitive its: Exam-
ining the Role of Syntactic Information in Dia-
chronic Dictionaries”

Jesse Sheidlower  “The Quotation Paragraph in Histori-
cal Lexicography”

Muffy Siegel  “What Do You Do with a Dictionary? A 
Study of Undergraduate Dictionary Use”

Gary Simes  “Sexual Lexicography”
Theo van den Hout  see AnDerson

Lise Winer  “Disentangling Etymology and Deciding on 
Orthography in the Dictionary of the English/Creole 
of Trinidad & Tobago”

Benjamin Zimmer  “Charting the Digital Future of Dic-
tionary Research: Prospects for Online Collabora-
tive Lexicography”  ❑    

Papers Presented at DSNA XVI
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Calendar
Fourth International Conference on Historical 
Lexicography and Lexicology, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada, Chateau Lacombe Hotel, June 19 – 21, 2008.  
Proposals (150-300-word abstracts) invited for 20-
minute papers on any aspect of historical lexicology, 
the history of dictionaries, and the making of histor-
ical dictionaries, from antiquity to the present. Papers 
invited in English or French; interpretation services 
may be available at the conference.  Selected papers 
from the conference will be published in a proceed-
ings volume.  Send proposals to Prof. John Considine, 
<john.considine@ualberta.ca>, to reach him by 31 
January 2008.  Acceptances or refusals will normally 
be sent within fourteen days of the receipt of individ-
ual proposals.  Travel and accommodation costs of 
Canadian graduate students presenting papers may 
be subsidized.  Details at web site:  
https://www.le.ac.uk/ee/jmc21/ishll.html 

The National Coalition of Independent Scholars, 
2008 Biennial Conference, Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley, California, October 24 – 26, 2008.  
Abstracts of up to 250 words for 20-minute papers 
invited from all scholars whose research is not sup-
ported by employment in an academic or research 
institution, including adjunct faculty and graduate 
students.  Presenters need not be members of NCIS.  
Proposals must be submitted as e-mail attachment 
(Word only) no later than April 1, 2008, to Kendra 
Leonard, Program Chair, at caennen@gmail.com.  One 
submission per author.  Papers may be on independ-
ent scholarship itself or on the presenter’s individual 
research.  For more details, contact program chair.  ❑   

Looking Ahead: DSNA XVII
The next Biennial Meeting of the DSNA will be 

held at Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, May 
27–30, 2009.  It will be hosted by the Department of 
English (George B. Hutchinson, Chair) and coordin-
ated by DSNA member Michael Adams, who teaches 
there in the English Department.  ❑  

The “Preposition Project”
The first phase of The Preposition Project (TPP) 

has now been completed.  Each of 673 preposition 
senses for 334 English prepositions (including phrasal 
prepositions) has now been characterized with a var-
iety of information.  For the 56 most common, single-
word prepositions, this characterization has made use 
of FrameNet instances.

The project’s main web site is at:  
http://www.clres.com/prepositions.html

The Online TPP, containing the full database for 
easy browsing, as well as a link allowing a down-
load of an XML file containing the full database, 
is at: http://www.clres.com/cgi-bin/onlineTPP/
find_prep.cgi

A notable extension of TPP, with the completion 
of Phase I, is the development of an initial preposition 
taxonomy.

TPP wishes to thank Oxford University Press for 
permission to make the definitions of their prepos-
itions (from The Oxford Dictionary of English) publicly 
available.

TPP is ongoing, with continued research into the 
nature of the preposition taxonomy, into the status 
of preposition senses as arguments or adjuncts, into 
the possible integration of TPP data into FrameNet, 
and into features relevant to the disambiguation of 
preposition senses.

We invite comments and suggestions for improv-
ing the TPP data and its use in NLP applications.

— Ken Litkowski & Orin Hargraves

DSNA XVI:   
Banquet scenes — and 
we all had a terrific 
time!
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